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HTML and CSS are the workhorses of web design, and using them
together to build consistent, reliable web pages requires both skill
and knowledge. The task is more difficult if you're relying on
outdated, confusing, and unnecessary HTML hacks and work-
arounds. Author Ben Henick shows you how to avoid those traps
by going beyond the standard tips, tricks, and techniques to
connect the underlying theory and design of HTML and CSS to
your everyday work habits.

With this practical book, you'll learn how to work with these

tools far more effectively than is standard practice for most web
developers. Whether you handcraft individual pages or build
templates, HTML & CSS: The Good Parts will help you get the most
out of these tools in all aspects of web page design—I{rom layout
to typography to color.

Structure HTML markup to maximize the power of CSS
®m Implement complex multicolumn layouts from scratch

® Improve site production values with advanced CSS
techniques

m Support formal usability and accessibility requirements
with tools built into HTML and CSS

B Avoid the most annoying browser and platform limitations

Previous development experience with HTML and CSS is recommended.

“Ben gives you all the
lools you need to create
powerfully flexible
markup, bringing Zen
lo web development
and the workplace.”

—Michael Scafidi
Presentation Layer
Technology Director,
Razorfish

Ben Henick has been produc-
ing websites since 1995. His
clients include small businesses
as well as companies that are
household names. Ben has
written about web develop-
ment for alistapart.com,
digital-web.com, and the
Opera Software Web Standards
Curriculum, among others.
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Praise for HTML & CSS: The Good Parts

“Ben has an encyclopedic knowledge of web development and makes even the most
obtuse-sounding concepts seem eminently approachable. All while writing a book filled
with charm, wit, and aplomb. (Yeah, I hate him, too. Great book, though.)”

— Ethan Marcotte, coauthor of Designing with Web Standards,
Third Edition

“HTML & CSS: The Good Parts is essential for those who work building web pages and
need to take their understanding and knowledge to the next level. Web developers and
designers of all types need to have solid depth of understanding of how HTML and CSS
work as well as how they interact with the browser. The difference I find between an okay
web designer and developer (including those who work with tools that create and manage
sites) and a really good one is the depth of understanding they have and use of HTML and
CSS. This book provides that depth and understanding.

“In my opinion one of the best pieces for me in this book is the inclusion of the proper
structuring of pages, sites, and the depth of the discussion for integration is essential for
the maintenance, use, and even SEO considerations. This is something that far too often
gets missed and is not understood well. Having this knowledge and these skills in your
tool belt will only lead to much improved outcomes that are easier to build out, manage,
and use.”

— Thomas Vander Wal, founder and senior consultant at
InfoCloud Solutions

“I've always said that the beauty (and the frustration) in CSS is that there are so many ways
to do things. Ben has done a fantastic job of homing in on the good, the bad, and the ugly
in the broad CSS realm. His useful real-world approach not only gives you a great refer-
ence to the most commonly used elements, properties, and values, but it also addresses
the advantages (and pitfalls) of various techniques. Whether you’re working on small or
large sites, Ben clearly presents the principles you need to crank your skills up to the next
level.”

— Stephanie Sullivan, author, Mastering CSS with Dreamweaver CS4
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alternative navigation, 118

determining source order, 122
navigation

alternative means, 118

creating usable interfaces, 66—67

forcing into desired coordinates, 104—106

KISS principle, 52

orienting the list, 102-104

primary layout, 122

secondary, 123

sprites and, 160

styling elements, 121-124

supporting for forms, 260

typical approaches, 63

visit strategies, 65
negative margins, 79
nesting

elements, 28

ordered lists, 120
Netscape, 197, 266, 272
newspaper design, 213-215
noframes element, 279
noscript element, 279

0

object element
embed element versus, 274

embedding multimedia, 196, 197, 201

evolution of, 177
publishing multimedia content, 198
Odeo markup, 196
ol element
creating lists, 116
relationship examples, 28
opacity property, 269
opening tags, 8
OpenType format, 205
Opera Web Standards Curriculum, 245
optgroup element, 250
optimizing
images, 186188
photo contrast, 183
option element, 250
ordered lists
changing ranges, 119
creating, 116
list-style-type property, 116
nav element, 117-119
nesting, 120

outline support, 120
selectors and, 30
thumbnail images and, 192
UA default styles, 115
outlines, 120
overbuilding, 53
overflow property
aligning data, 171
captioning images, 191
Faux Columns, 154
handling unpredictable, 77
heading dimensions, 132
multicolumned layouts, 90, 95
navigation and, 123
setting type around blowouts, 232
values supported, 75-77
overflow-x property, 78
overflow-y property, 78

P

p selector, 30
padding

about, 82

element size control, 73

navigation and, 123, 124
padding-bottom property, 157
padding-left property, 116, 121
padding-top property, 92, 106
Page Zoom functionality, 112
pages

above the fold, 214

defined, xxiv

grid considerations, 109

rendering, xxiv

structure considerations, 10
palettes

creating, 149

grays in, 146

web-safe, 148—149
param element, 196, 197
parent elements, 28
parsing

about, xxiv

content, 20
% unit

about, 33, 34

sizing type, 217
percentage value, 82
photographs, optimizing contrast, 183
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platesetter, 205
plug-ins, 190-195, 275
PNG format, 186, 187, 269, 270
position property
about, 38, 39, 96
converting two-column layout, 89
disadvantages of tables, 164
file upload controls and, 249
form layout and, 255
multicolumned layouts, 96
navigation and, 102, 106, 123
positioning elements, 99
simplicity considerations, 51
stacking elements and, 101
values supported, 96
post method, 247, 249
Postel’s Law, 197, 272
pre element, 236, 281
presbyopia, 144
presentation
CSS support, xxv
forms and, 246-251
information and, 60
inline elements, 280
separation considerations, 18-20
style attribute cautions, 25
print media type, 27, 36
projection media type, 27, 34
property/value pairs
canceling values, 87
defined, xxiv
Faux Columns, 155
font-size keywords, 36, 217
formatting inline images, 191
inheritance considerations, 33
proportional layouts, 106-108
prototyping forms, 251-252
pseudoclasses, 137
pt unit, 33, 36
publishing images, 188-190
pX unit
about, 33, 34
background-position property and, 151
display pitch and, 34
hasLayout property and, 268
sizing type, 216

Q

q element, 141, 142

question mark (?), 247
quirks mode rendering, 73, 249
quotation marks, 9

R

ransom note effect, 228
RCS (Revision Control System), 189
readonly attribute, 257
Really Simple Syndication (RSS), 195
RealNetworks, 274
rel attribute, 134
rendering
about, xxiv
content, 20
modes supported, 10, 73
tables, 170
replaced elements, 177
required attribute, 262
required fields, form rules for, 239
resampling images, 182, 185
reserved characters, 248
resources
defined, xxiv
scenario without links, 1
REST (REpresentational State Transfer), 240
Revision Control System (RCS), 189
RFC 2396, 134
RFC 3986, 248
RGB color model, 146
right property
about, 38, 39
positioning elements, 97, 99
rollover effects, 175
rounded corners, 154, 157
rounding differences, 282
rowspan element
aligning data, 171
rollover effects, 175
sample table markup, 168
selector considerations, 173
RSS (Really Simple Syndication), 195
Rule of Thirds, 107, 110
rules
conflict resolution, 31, 32
CSS layout, 282
defined, xxiv
effective web forms/applications, 239-241
element flow, 285
image dimensions/borders, 180
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selector weight, 31
targeting to specific media, 26
XHTML, 8

Rundle, Mike, 159

S

Safari browser
ICC support, 185
navigating forms, 261
rounded corners, 157
Saint-Exupéry, Antoine de, 230
samp element, 140
saturation values (color), 145
Scalable Vector Graphics (SVG), 185, 187,
202
scope attribute, 168
screen media type
commonly used units, 34
defined, 27
Px unit support, 34
screen readers, 118
search capability, navigation and, 64, 65
Search Engine Optimization (SEQO), 93, 135,
159
Search Engine Result Page (SERP), 63
section element, 72
select element
about, 243
form controls and, 250, 254
plug-in content and, 198
SELECT statement (SQL), 239
selector weights, 31, 137
selectors
conflict resolution, 31, 32
CSS-supported types, 29
defined, xxiv
IE limitations, 267
pseudoclasses and, 137
rule priority, 31
table composition, 173
typical markup interface, 29
writing, 27
SEO (Search Engine Optimization), 93, 135,
159
SERP (Search Engine Result Page), 63
server-side environment
about, xxv
architecture, 291
Shea, Dave, 60, 160

sibling elements, 28
site maps, 64, 65
size attribute, 217
slideshow presentations
Lightbox tool, 194
SlideShowPro tool, 194
working with previews, 192-193
SlideShowPro tool, 194
source element, 200
span element
definition lists, 127, 128
FIR considerations, 158
form markup, 245
speech media type, 27
sprites, 160-161
SQL databases, 237-239
src attribute
ampersand and, 247
embedding video, 200
image publication, 189, 190
sRGB color space, 185, 270
stacking elements, 101, 275
standards (see web standards)
start attribute
changing list ranges, 119
creating lists, 116
Stearns, Geoff, 195
Strict HTML subtype, 12
strict mode rendering, 73
strike element, 278
strong element, 83, 140, 280
structure, 61
(see also information architecture)
forms and, 243-246-251
markup support, xxv, 7
new elements, 72
processing content, 10
scenario without links, 1
separation considerations, 18-20
style attribute
about, 14
cautions using, 25, 287
style element
connecting stylesheets, 23
media attribute, 26
replacing link element, 25
stylesheets
color property and, 144
commonly used units, 34
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connecting to documents, 23-39
defined, xxiv
Fahrner Image Replacement rules, 159
image dimensions, 179
multicolumned layouts, 92
pseudoclasses and, 137
referencing with link element, 23
universal hooks, 14

sub element, 141

subtractive color model, 145, 146

Subversion RCS, 189

summary element, 167

sup element, 141

SVG (Scalable Vector Graphics), 185, 187,

202
SWFObject, 195, 198

T

tabindex attribute, 260
table element
composing cells, 168
form accessibility and, 260
multicolumned layouts, 92
sample markup, 167
tables
adding rollover accents, 175
aligning, 172-175
composing cells, 168-171
disadvantages, 163-165
parts of, 165-168
reducing header/footer contrast, 173-175
rendering, 170
sample markup, 166
tags
closing, 8
defined, xxv, 8
navigation and, 64, 65
opening, 8
target attribute, 134
taxonomy
applying through cascade, 70-72
defined, 68
tbody element
about, 166
invalid markup, 276
td element
about, 165
aligning data, 170
sample table markup, 168

template layout module (CSS3), 96
templates
achieving consistency with, 56, 57
disadvantages of tables, 164
flexibility considerations, 54
fragility of, 272
layout types supported, 106—-108
testing
prototypes, 251-252
scenarios, 67
tetrads, 149
Text Zoom functionality, 112
text-align property
about, 207
secondary navigation, 123
table composition, 170, 172
text-decoration property, 139
text-indent property, 159
text-transform property, 125, 128, 235
textarea element
about, 242
form controls, 249
required attribute, 262
tfoot element
about, 166
invalid markup, 276
reducing contrast, 173-175
sample table markup, 168
selector considerations, 173
th element
about, 165
aligning data, 170
sample table markup, 168
selector considerations, 173
thead element
about, 166
aligning data, 171
invalid markup, 276
reducing contrast, 173-175
sample table markup, 168
selector considerations, 173
thumbnail images, 192-193
title attribute
about, 14, 15
captioning images, 191
creating effective content, 136-137
hyperlinks and, 134
title element
about, 130
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rollover effects, 175
sample table markup, 167
tool tips, 15
top property
about, 38, 39
positioning elements, 97, 99
tr element, 165
Transitional HTML subtype, 12
triads, 149
TrueType format, 205
tty media type, 27
Turnbull, Angus, 270
tv media type, 27
type attribute
about, 116
changing list ranges, 120
creating lists, 116
typography (see web typography)

U

ul element
form markup, 244
relationship examples, 28
underlines, gratuitous, 289
Unicode standard
about, 225
choosing an encoding scheme, 225
CSS considerations, 285
inserting non-ASCII characters, 227-228
Unicode Transformation Format (UTF), 42
Uniform Resource Identifiers (see URIs)
universal attributes
contenteditable attribute, 17
defined, 14
describing content, 15
stylesheet hooks, 14
universal selectors, 29
unordered lists
creating, 116
list-style-type property, 116
nav element, 117-119
thumbnail images and, 192
UA default styles, 115
UPDATE statement (SQL), 239
uploading files, 249
URIs (Uniform Resource Identifiers)
browser limitations, 247
defined, 2
href attribute and, 134

hyperlink implementation challenges, 4
improving user experience via, 3
managing links, 3
reserved characters, 248
user agents
alternative navigation, 118
defined, xxiv
list default styles, 115
stripping styles, 122
styling definition lists, 124
user testing, 67
user-generated content (see forms)
UTF (Unicode Transformation Format), 42
UTF-8 encoding scheme, 225

)

value attribute
changing list ranges, 119
creating lists, 116
form markup, 246, 250
values
about, xxv, 8
canceling for float property, 87
common units, 33
computed, 282
inheriting, 33, 283
percentage, 82
var element, 141
vertical-align property, 170, 172
video element, 199-201
Vimeo markup, 196
visibility property, 100, 259
vision conditions, 144, 258
:visited pseudoclass, 137

]

W3C Recommendations, xxv, 10

WAI-ARIA, 260

wayfinding (see navigation)

WCAG (Web Content Accessibility
Guidelines), 41, 259

Weakley, Russ, 159

web application rules, 239-241

Web Content Accessibility Guidelines
(WCAGQG), 41, 259

Web Developer Toolbar extension (Firefox),
108, 147

web forms (see forms)
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web standards
accessibility, 43
benefits of, 46
best practices, 44
debated issues, 42—45
development rules, 46
forward compatibility, 43
interoperability, 42
legacy asset inertia, 44
listed, 41
market forces, 43
strict constructionism, 45
vendor priorities, 44

web typography
aliasing, 210
anti-aliasing, 210
applying choices, 220-221

balanced type treatments, 228-234

character encoding, 224-228
good practices, 236

hinting, 211

history of letterforms, 203-205
legibility, 213

limited choices, 217-220
readability, 212

sizing type, 215-217

type styles, 212-215

typographical properties, 234-236

visual glossary, 206208

working with typefaces/fonts, 217-223
web usability (see information architecture)

web-safe palettes, 148—149
weblogs, 123
websites

simplicity and, 52

typical navigation approaches, 63
Webstandards.org, 276
white-space property

about, 77, 236

secondary navigation, 124

styling for legibility, 213

usage suggestions, 281
width property

about, 38

aligning data, 171

auto value, 74

composing table cells, 169

converting two-column layout, 89

form markup, 245, 249, 252

image dimensions, 179
increasing link footprint, 138
multicolumned layouts, 90
navigation and, 104, 123
percentage value, 82
positioning elements, 99
sample table markup, 168
styling definition lists, 125
Windows Media Player, 197, 274
Windows-1252 standard, 226
word-spacing property, 207, 236

X

XHTML
about, 11
attribute rules, 8
case sensitivity, 8
Internet Explorer issues, 271
quotation mark rules, 9
XML, IE issues, 271
xml:lang attribute, 14, 16
XMLHttpRequest object, 199, 277

Y

Yahoo!, 273
YouTube markup, 196

/A

z-index property
CSS considerations, 284
navigation and, 103
simplicity considerations, 51
stacking elements and, 101
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About the Author

Ben Henick has been building websites since September 1995, when he took on his
first web project as an academic volunteer. He has worked on nearly every aspect of
site design and development, from foundation HTML to finicky CSS to larger-scale
architecture and content management. He has written for A List Apart, the Web Stand-
ards Project, and most recently for Opera Software’s Web Standards Curriculum.

Colophon

The animal on the cover of HTML & CSS: The Good Parts is a ring-tailed cat (Bassariscus
astutus). Its Latin name means “cunning little fox,” though it is neither a cat nor a fox;
it’s a mammal in the raccoon family. The ring-tailed cat is native to the southwestern
United States and Mexico and prefers rocky, semiarid habitats, including deserts. It
can also be found in woodland areas.

True to its name, the animal’s tail—which is longer than the rest of its body—displays
rings of black and white fur, contrasting with its body’s dark brown color. Itis nocturnal
and omnivorous, foraging for fruits and berries and preying on small rodents, lizards,
and birds after dusk. To help in these tasks, it boasts incredibly flexible ankle joints—
capable of rotating over 180 degrees that allow it to climb and move along narrow
ledges quickly.

Ringtails are easily tamed if found when young. Settlers in the American southwest
often kept them as pets, using them to keep their homes free of rodents, earning them
the nickname “miner’s cat.”

The cover image is from The Riverside Natural History. The cover font is Adobe ITC
Garamond. The text font is Linotype Birka; the heading font is Adobe Myriad Con-
densed; and the code font is LucasFont’s TheSansMonoCondensed.








